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Self-Evident: Fall of Freedom—A Documentary Short Double Feature &
Dialogue (Pre-Event Resources Packet)

Thank you so much for registering for Self-Evident: Fall of Freedom—A Documentary Short

Double Feature & Dialogue. We are so excited to share these stories with you and wanted to

take this opportunity to share some resources with you. We will be screening two films, “If

Knowledge is the Key” and “Freedom’s Battle at Christiana”. All of the resources below will

give you important knowledge and context to understand the films and the post film

dialogue on deeper levels

This is NOT homework. If you check out none of these resources you will still enjoy and be

inspired by the films you see. 

Profiles of Black Abolitionists (from the Zinn Education Project)

Sources about the evolution of race and slavery in the 17th and 18th centuries:
PBS Resource Bank of primary and secondary sources

Primary Sources: Text of Legal Rulings (includes the Elizabeth Key decision)

Primary Sources: Text of Colonial Virginia Laws

Article: “The Curious History of Anthony Johnson: From Captive African to Right-wing

Talking Point”

“We and They in Colonial America” and “Inventing Black and White” (Facing History And

Ourselves Chapters)

Secondary Sources: Race, The Power of an Illusion (need to click on “Background

Readings”)

Primary Sources: Texts of the 1705 Virginia Laws

Sources about the Fugitive Slave Act and William Still
Excerpt from The Making of Frederick Douglass (Fugitive Slave Act)

History.com article about the Fugitive Slave Laws (Fugitive Slave Act)

Smithsonian Magazine: William Still: The Forgotten Father of the Underground Railroad 

Temple University: William Still’s National Significance

Penn Today: Honoring William Still on his 200th birthday

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center: William Still

Time: The Unsung Hero of the Underground Railroad

PBS Radio: William Still, Father of the Underground Railroad

https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/black-abolitionists/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/black-abolitionists/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/black-abolitionists/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/black-abolitionists/
http://www.selfevidenteducation.com/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/black-abolitionists/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20031207210338/http:/classweb.uchicago.edu/Civilization/American/Supp135/AfricansVA.html
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/slavery/experience/legal/docs1.html
https://www.aaihs.org/the-curious-history-of-anthony-johnson-from-captive-african-to-right-wing-talking-point/
https://www.aaihs.org/the-curious-history-of-anthony-johnson-from-captive-african-to-right-wing-talking-point/
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-2/we-and-they-colonial-america
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-2/inventing-black-and-white
https://www.pbs.org/race/000_General/000_00-Home.htm
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/power/text8/BeverlyServSlaves.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oW3TkkRv8nI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oW3TkkRv8nI
https://www.history.com/articles/fugitive-slave-acts
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-forgotten-father-of-the-underground-railroad-180981088/
https://stillfamily.library.temple.edu/exhibits/show/william-still/historical-perspective/william-still---s-national-sig
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/honoring-william-still-his-200th-birthday
https://freedomcenter.org/heroes/william-still/
https://time.com/6237066/underground-railroad-william-still-history/
https://whyy.org/episodes/the-father-of-the-underground-railroad/
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Self-Evident: Fall of Freedom—A Documentary Short Double Feature
& Dialogue (Post-Event Resources)

Book Suggestions

We Refuse: a Forceful History of Black
Resistance by Kellie Carter Jackson

William Still: The Underground Railroad
and the Angel at Philadelphia by

William C. Kashatus

Below are some resources that you should check out if you want to dig more deeply into the

stories from the two films. Obviously, check these out whenever you want, but they are

meant to enhance your understanding after you have experienced the films

Stamped from the Beginning: The
Definitive History of Racist Ideas in

America by Ibram X. Kendi

Resistance at Christiana by Jonathan
Katz

http://www.selfevidenteducation.com/
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(Article) Dangerous Woman - Elizabeth Key’s Freedom Suit and Racialized Identity
in Seventeenth Century Colonial Virginia
(Podcast) Scene on Radio: Seeing White—the whole series is GREAT, but episode
3 in particular contains the story of Elizabeth Key; piece of it were used in “If
Knowledge is the Key”
(Primary Source) The Freedman’s Story by William Parker—Parker’s narrative of
the Christiana Resistance; Parker’s word were used in the writing of “Freedom’s
Battle at Christiana”

Self-Evident: Fall of Freedom—A Documentary Short Double Feature
& Dialogue (Post-Event Resources)

Articles, Podcasts, etc.

A Special Preview

Click the image below for a sneak peak at our newest film, “Get a Mule 40 Acres Or So”—

part 1 of our three part series called “Freedom’s Soil: Land & Liberation” which explores the

history of Black land ownership and farming. Make sure you’re on our mailing list so we can

let you know when we will be screening this one.

https://vimeo.com/1129544693/6fd9978a48?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
http://www.selfevidenteducation.com/
https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1053&context=fac_pubs
https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1053&context=fac_pubs
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1866/02/the-freedmans-story/308737/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1866/02/the-freedmans-story/308737/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1866/02/the-freedmans-story/308737/

